Jan Comenius in books published about his teaching techniques between 1631 and 1658 
1. Use imitation instead of rules to teach a language
2. Have your students repeat after you
3. Use a limited vocabulary initially
4. Help your students practice reading and speaking
5. Teach language through pictures to make it meaningful.


Communicative Approach - Language is first and foremost a system of communication
1. The goal of language teaching is the learners’ ability to communicate in the target language.
2. The content of the language course includes semantic notions and social functions - not just linguistic structures
3. Students regularly work in groups or pairs to transfer or negotiate meaning in situations where there is an information gap.
4. Students often engage in role play to adjust target language to different social contexts.
5. Classroom materials are often authentic - reflect real life situations   Skills are integrated from the beginning - assumes learners are educated and literate
6. Teacher's role is to facilitate communication


Stated principles:
a. Know what you are doing 
b. The whole is more than the sum of its parts 
c. The processes are as important as the forms 
i. Information gap
ii. Choice
iii. Feedback
d. To learn - do it 
e. Mistakes are not always mistake



Essence of Communicative Approach 
a. Motivation - they do something for a reason - want it
b. Purpose - information gap
c. Content over form
d. Variety of language
e. Teacher intervention - minimized
f. Materials control

Basic Phonics
Deborah Morse
Gordon College


CONSONANTS

b d f h j k l m n p r s t  v w y (initial position)

c and g

CONSONANT BLENDS

bl, sl, cl, fl, gl, pl, br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr, sc, sk, sl, sw, sn, sp, sm, spl, spr, str, ng, nk, tw, dw

CONSONANT DIGRAPHS

sh, ch, wh, ck, ph, gh, th

SILENT CONSONANTS

I(GH)			sight, bright

M(B)			comb, lamb

(W)R			wren, wrong

(L)K			walk, talk

(K)N			knew, knife

S(T)			listen, hasten

F(T)			often, soften

VOWELS

A E I O U (Y)

DOUBLE VOWELS:VOWEL DIGRAPH

tie, coat, rain, eat, pay

FINAL “e”

make, Pete, slide, hope, cube

VOWELS MODIFIED BY “r”

star, stir, born, fur, her

DIPTHONG

joy, toil, cow, house, few

SCHWA

balloon, eaten, beautify, button, circus

SYLLABLES

There are as many syllables in a word as there are vowel sounds heard

Two consonants – VC-CV – mar-ket (80%)
Single consonant – V-CV – mo-tor (50%)
Consonant –le (C-le) endings  - tab-ble (90%)
Consonant blends and consonant digraphs – teach-er, graph-ic (100%)
Prefixes and Suffixes  - re-plac-ing
Suffix – ed rules for pronunciation – go over
Open and closed syllables – end with a C = closed and the vowel is short: can – vass. Send with a V = open and the vowel is long – ba-by
The Y sound in one-syllable words

ACCENT

When there is no other clue in a two syllable word, the accent frequently falls on the first syllable (80%)


All cats are small.					
No cats are tall.				.
No cat is a man.	
No cat is my fan.				
On cats I spit					.
Put cats in a pit.				.
No cat is in my way.
It is a good day

by Mickey Mouse


Listen to the noises, children

Listen to the noise.
Listen to the singing, children
Listen girls and boys.

Listen to the cats and
Listen to the rats.
Listen to the dogs and
Listen to the frogs.

Listen to the noises, children
Listen to the noise.
Listen to the animals and
All the girls and boys.



Dracula Flies Silently

It is night.
There is no light
I want to suck your blood

The time is right
You are in my sight.
I want to suck your blood.

My eyes are bright
Your neck is tight.
I want to suck your blood.

You will not fight.
Cry, you might.
I want to suck your blood.

A lovely bite
I’m set for flight
I want to suck your blood


