WORD GAMES

by Scott Marley

This puzzle is really five games in one. The clues are presented in five sections, each posing a different challenge. There is an example given in each category to get you started. First answer as many clues as you can. Then enter the letters of the answers in the diagram, as indicated by the letter/number pairs. (Thus A1 represents the upper left corner square, R8 the lower right corner square, etc.) Many squares are used in more than one answer, so every clue you solve will provide some help toward others. When the puzzle has been completed, you will find a bit of original light verse reading across the diagram, line by line, beginning in square A1.
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Missing Links
Ex. tennis_______grease (ELBOW)

1. better_______pint F7 H5 F3 Q5

2. other________wise K6 M2 K8 K3 D4 Q1 E3

3. chain_______plank R2 B4 C5 E7

4. legal_______hearted D8 J3 B2 A5 C6 Q6

5. Chinese _______food M4 L5 M3 J4

6. rock________dollar L8 Q3 G7 D5 G1 D2

Opposites

Ex. white: BLACK

1. out: H5 L8 Q1 C2 B6 N3

2. short: H3 L4 F8 H6 N4 J2 A4

3. his: E7 L3 M2 F2 K5 M6 R4 B1

4. fine: K8 L4 H7 G4 A8 F2

5. rough: H1 J7 G3 D6 Q7 B4 J5

6. blank: R5 P7 M6 R3 J8 A5

Ratios
Ex. rooster: hen as ram: EWE

1. cup: pint as bit: P8 K1 J7 H4 M5 F5 J2

2. lain: rowed as paws: Q7 L1 B5 F6 R6 D8

3. egad: gained as fits : L2 D7 N1 P5 G4 B7 H6 B8 (2 words)

4. diagnose: San Diego as insertable: D3 D1 E4 G7 K5 R1 N8 K3 E6 P2 (2 words)

5. devi : existed as desserts: J3 G2 Q4 N5 A3 B1 D7 B6 C8 Q2

6. Romeo: Juliet as H8 B5 H2 K6 M8 M5 E5 F8:L7 G3 N1 B2 A7 G6 D1 K4 A3

Common Factors

Ex.  pipe, flower, wristwatch, wineglass: STEM

1. sleeper, pajamas, yardstick, poetry, crows: N6 D3 P5 D5

2. toast, freeway, jazz combo, radio signal: M4 L6 D2

3. coat rack, fishing line, boxer, golf stroke: H8 R7 P6 K2

4. tennis, baseball, contract bridge, movie stunts: Q2 A2 N2 G5 B3 R8 E4

5. sea, beer, shaving cream, seat cushion: H1 A2 J6 R3

6. supermarket, cloakrooms, game chest, Nixon: N7 E8 A7 P1 J4 E2 R5 P3

Lists

Ex. two, four, six: EIGHT

1. nine, ten, eleven: C4 G1 A6 M3

2. forty, thirty, fifteen: B3 P6 E1 M1

3. Albany, Annapolis, Atlanta, Augusta: A1 Q8 P3 F4 E6 C4

4. bed, grange, mellow, preen: F6 F3 M7 F1

5. scratches the surface, dirt, de Milo: J1 N4 G3 N7 K2 K7 D7 C3 E1 F5 N8

6. cappella, movie, note, day: Q4 C1 K1 Q6 B5 C7 N2 B8 Q8 G8 M7 P4 (2 words)

